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Lasier start
nOw means
a tougher
slope later

By Robin J. Youngblood
statt e tar

The Thineis State Board of Ed-

< eation has lowered ite carly ox-
peelalions i seliing a 1bneline
for fiuiling schools to show bme-
prosernenl,

The boarvd vated Wednesday fo
sive sehools more lme 1o onple-
et programs aimed st ookl
ing acadeic achievement,

Under the foreral Mo Child
Lall Behind Act, sipned into law
i Junoary 2002 by President
Tush, states must ensure that
all students — 00 percent —
et thee state’s academic skan-
dards in reading and math by

iliinois plan for impiementing annval measurable objectives
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M Thia grapk shows the
wxpached o rmeel stendands cach yearn
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the 2013-14 schaol year.

nlil now, schools where ess
than 50 pereont of students do
nul mesl state standards Laoded
on  Nlimois’ Tarly  Acadomic
Warning or Watch list, In the
Quad-Cities area, lhose schools
include United Township High
Sehond in Bast Moline; Rock 1s-
land High School, Rdisen Ju-
nior 1ligh, and Lincoln,
Huaw horne-Iving and Grant «l-
emientry sehools, o]l in Rock Is-
Fandd: amil Westmer 1ligh School
in hlereor Counly.
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Alnder the now regulation,
sehonis where fess than <0 per-
cont of stidents meet state stas-
dards would end up on the
warning lisk,

Avademic aehisvement is mea-
surerd by the Minois Stendards
Achievement Test, Smwlends take
the fest 10 the sprineg, and resulls
come back during the summer.

The foderal soversunent sie-
gested that schools start at 50
percent and improve by 3 per-
contave points each year until
aold, Winois, however, has de-
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that lowers expectations in the
cally vears, bul lorees schools
to play cateh-up livter.

The starting point for Dlinois
stuclents has been set af 40 por-
coid In HKE2 and remaing at 40
pereent in 2003, Improvement of 2
perceitlage pobils (s expecled I
2004 amd 3 points mone in 2006, for
a total of 45 percent of stdents
Tuittine the alandard thal vear.

In 2006, half of students will
be expected Lo mest the stan-
dard, For 2007, the requirenient

rises o 56 pereent. & Topereents
age-point increase will be ve-
(uirsd each vear aller thal nntit
2012, whon 4 Gpoint inerease iy
required, to 90 percent. In 2003
and 2014, 4 S-poeint inerease will
P required, hringing 100 por-
cenf complisne.,

1 thinde it will help, " saild Jay
Aaring, assiztant superinten-
dent of curriculun for the Rock
laland-Mitan  Schoal  Distriet
"We are in the provess ol really
petting our latest innovative pro-
crams working in o distriet
Any sustdined chanee tales sev-
eral years, It's not something
youl can Go overnight.

“Mhat widitional time will en-
able us to put into place those
shratepies we think will make a
ditference.”

Harl 1he nevr, 40 percent guide-
Tne fiar e 200805 sehool vear
been used last vear, three siea
sehionls - Undled Township and
Rock Island high schoold and
Edison Junior Hizht — wonldn't
Lier oot thie wiarndoe 1zl

Staff witer Rokin Younghbiood <z be
reschee] al (S04 TEEHAAL, axt. 287
or by cimail at rebinyEqoonline.com.



