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The 1.8, Department of Edu-
cation said Monday that 9 per-
vent of public schools, including
several in the Guad-Cities, have
failed to meet national learning
standards, making students eli-
gible by federal law to transfer
1o better schools within their
districts.

As a result of low scores on
the ISAT, students at three Rock
Tsland schools - Edison Junior
High, Grant Intonsive Basic
School and Hawthorne Irving
Elementary — may have the
choice to go to a higher-perform-
Ing school within the district.

This is the result of the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Educa-
tion Act, which President George
W. Bush signed in Januziy. The
law reguires that studemts in
schools where test scores have
failed to meet state academic
standards for two consecutive
vears be allowed to transfer to
ancther public schoaol.

Rock Isiand school officials
are waiting on the results of the
latest ISATSs, taken by students
in April, to deiermine if the
schools will remain on the acad-
emic warning list.

“We're just at Kind of'a wait-
and-see posture,”” said superin-
tendent David Markward.

If the most recent scores do
not change the status of the
schools, he's not certain what
will happen next. While parents

would have the option of trans-
ferring their chlldren to a
grhool that is not on the acade-
mic warning lisi, he said dis-
triet officials don't know how
that would be implementod.

“There have to be considera-
tlons for available space, as an
example,” he sald. “We're just
unclear as to what our obliga-
tion is.”

The ISAT scores may not ar-
rive until mid-August, causing
another difficulty.

“We have an additional chal--

lenge in terms of timing,” he
said, “hecanse our kids will be
here Aug. 6,7 due to the dis-
trict’s modified vear-round cal-
encay.

“Tt's possible we could be
starting school before we have
the test results. 1t’s a bit frus-
trating for us to work our way
through and anticipate what
could happen,” he said, “be-
cause we've gobten less-than
concrete answers to some of our
auestions.'

Mr, Markward also expressed

some concern about the way

schools are evaluated.

“Fach state is using a diffor-
ent test to measure whether
their students are meeting or
exceeding standards ... which
seems a littfle Hlogical,” he said.
“That's an indication of legisla-
tion getting out in front of the
guidelines to implement the
provisions of the law."

Some Towa schools may suffer

the same chal-
lenges, said
Bill Thiessen,
Davenport
school dis-
trict's execu-
tive director
for learning
i services. Five

. d-ietrred
David

schools
Markward Buchamnan,
Hayes, Madi-

son, Jefferson
Edizon and Washington — are
on the failing list, but that may
be due to out-dated information,
he said.

All of the schools showed im-
provement on their most recent
scores on the lowa Test of Basic
Skills, he said. Howewver, “we
wore told they were not able to
use this vear's tests.”

YIf the current 2001-2002
scores had been used,” he sald,
“all five of those buildings
{would have shown) improve-
ment.”*

Davenport distriet officials
doen’t know how they'll deal
with students who want to at-
tend other schools.

“We're still waiting to get
from the state clarifleation of
the rales,” Mr, Thiessen said.
“We're in the process of getting
those questions clarified.”

A phone call to a 1.5, Depart-
ment of Education representa-
tive was not returned Wednes-

day.

Mr. Markward said districts
also are having to adjust to a
change in standards.

Prior to this vear, a school
had to have 50 percent of its stu-
dents meet or exceed learning
standards to he considered sue-
cessful. Now, he said, “‘the na-
tional legislation has changed
that to 40 percent. But not only
40 percent overall, but 40 per-
cent of every subgroup in your
student population.”

These subgroups, he said, in-
clude gender, ethnicity, family
income levels and special educa-
tiom,

He added that the national
goal is to raise the required
number of passing students by &
percent every year until 2014, at
which point “all students in all
subgroups must meet the stan-
dards."

“It's a very infense goal to
meet,” said Jay Marino, assis-
tant superintendent of curricu-
lum. “Tt's a very ageressive goal
Realistic? YWes, I think it 18,7

He said that, even if the na-
tional mandates were lessened,
the district’s aim still would be
100 percent,

“Ohar vision in this district is
excellence every day. Our core
value is continuous improve-
ment. That's what we're about.”
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